[Recovering the thread of life--destruction and reconstruction of the social world of patients after cancer of the colon].
To find a lifeline again. The destruction and rebuilding of the social world of patients after cancer of the colon. This qualitative study arose from the concern of the Swiss Cancer Society (Schweizerische Krebsliga) to optimise the service of social work and home-nursing. 36 patients who lived in their own homes after treatment for cancer of the colon were interviewed. Transcripts were analysed, using the method and coding practice of "Grounded Theory" of Glaser, Strauss & Corbin. The results reported here show that the illness affected life to varying degree. The experience of cancer of the colon affected body image, activities of daily living, work, thought, emotion, social life and material circumstances. The process of continuing to live is affected by the state of health, quality of social relationships and financial security among other factors. Research which focuses on interactions in the context of their conditions and consequences is the hallmark of the interactionist social sciences. The theoretical and methodological premises of the interactionist school of Anselm Strauss generate knowledge which is particularly useful in relation to professional support of clients in the health and social services.